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ORIGINAL LETTER, REV. W. W. HARSHA TO JOHN 
DIXON OF DIXON'S FERRY. 

[Communicated by George C. Dixon.] 

Chicago, April 29, 1866. 

My Dear Fbiend: Being recently in New York City on 
business, and finding myself one day in the neighborhood of 
General Anderson's residence, it occurred to me to call and 
partly on your own account and partly on my own, make his 
acquaintance. I did so, and as soon as I told the General that 
I had lived eight years in Dixon, and mentioned your name, 
he expressed himself greatly pleased to see me. He entered 
immediately upon a minute and interesting detail of his ex- 
periences in Illinois, and confirmed the statement which I had 
heard from you, of his meeting Davis and Lincoln at your 
house at i i Dixon 's ferry. ' ' He was very glad to hear that you 
were living and inquired affectionately after your health, and 
the condition of your family. 

He seemed distressed to learn of your bereavements, and 
showed himself a man of true feeling. 

He is, as you know, very much broken down in health. 
He told me that for several days and nights he had no sleep, 
during those terrible scenes at the outbreak of the rebel- 
lion, and that, since then, he has been unable to bear any 
mental anxiety — his brain is much affected — and I should 
not be surprised, to hear of his dying of the disease known 
as "softening of the brain.' ' 

He has a wife and three children. Mrs. Anderson and 
the two daughters were in New York. His son is the young- 
est of the family and is at school. I did not learn where. 

The General speaks very highly of General Grant and 
Sherman, and is enthusiastic over the achievements of our 
armies. 

Mrs. Anderson is much younger than the General. Is 
a very lively, genial, lady, and seems greatly attached to 
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her husband. The daughters, I should judge, (though it is 
dangerous to venture an opinion of a lady's age) are re- 
spectively about seventeen, and nineteen, and quite pretty. 
William Black, a friend of Mr. Godfrey's, who has been in 
Dixon went with me to call upon the General and from 
what I saw, is indisposed to allow both the General's daugh- 
ters to die old maids. 

On parting from him, the General says, "tell my old 
friend Mr. Dixon that I shall probably not see him in this 
life again, but I hope to meet him in heaven." 

Not knowing when I should be in Dixon, I concluded to 
drop you this note. Hoping to see you and enter more fully 
upon particulars, I am 

Yours truly, 
John Dixon, Esq. W. W. Habsha. 

P. S. Give my best regards to all inquiring friends, es- 
pecially to Frank and mother and sister. 

Notes. — John Dixon, pioneer. The first white settler in Lee County, Illinois, 
was born at Rye, Westchester County. New York, October 9, 17&4 ; at 21 removed 
to New York City, where he was in business some fifteen years. In 1820 he set 
out with his family for the West, traveling by land to Pittsburg and thence by 
flatboat to Shawneetown. Having disembarked his horses and goods he pushed 
out towards the Northwest, passing the vicinity of Springfield, and finally located 
on Fancy Creek. Here he remained for five years. The new county of Peoria 
having been established in 1825, he was offered and accepted the appointment of 
circuit clerk, removing to Fort Clark, as Peoria was then called. Later he became 
contractor for carrying the mail on the newly established route between Peoria 
and Galena. Compelled to provide means for crossing Rock River he induced a 
French and Indian half-breed, named Ogee, to take charge of a ferry at a point 
afterwards known as Ogee's Ferry. The tide of travel to the lead mine region 
caused both the mail route and the ferry to prove profitable, and as the half- 
breed ferryman could not endure prosperity Mr. Dixon was forced to buy him out, 
removing his family to this point in 1830. Here he established friendly relations 
with the Indians, and, during the Black Hawk war, two years later, was enabled 
to render valuable service to the State. His station was for many years one of 
the most important points in Northern Illinois, and among the men of national 
reputation who were entertained at different times at his home, may be named Gen. 
Zachary Taylor, Albert Sidney Johnston, Gen. Winfield Scott, Jefferson Davis, Col. 
Robert Anderson, Abraham Lincoln, Col. B. D. Baker and many more. He bought 
the land where Dixon now stands in 1835, and laid off the town. In 1838, was 
elected by the Legislature, a member of the Board of Public Works, and in 1840 
secured the removal of the land office from Galena to Dixon. Col, Dixon was a 
delegate to the 'Republican State Convention at Bloomington, in 1856. His death 
occurred July 6. 1876. 

W. W. Harsha, D. D„ was born in West Hebron, Washington County, New 
York, died result of railroad accident, Webster Grove, Mo., He received his 
collegiate education in Union College, Schenectady, New York. He studied law 
but shortly after entering upon the practice, changed his profession and entered 
the ministry, in connection with the Associate Presbyterian Church,. Joined the 
Old School in 1854. He commenced his ministry in Galena in 1846. His pastoral 
charges have been at Galena, Hanover, Savanna, Dixon, Chicago and Jackson- 
ville. He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1872 from Fulton College, 
Missouri, of which institution Rev. Dr. Price was at the time president. On 
going to Dixon in 1855 he founded the Presbyterian Institution, known as 
Dixon Collegiate Institute and acted for some years as its president. He con- 
tinued as pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church for fifteen years, resigning 
in June, 1884, to accept the presidency of Belle view College, Nebraska. 
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General Robert Anderson, of Fort Sumter fame. Born, Soldier's Retreat, 
near Louisville, Ky., July 14, 1805. Graduated, West Point 1825. Was as- 
signed to Third Artillery as second lieutenant. Was colonel of Illinois Volun- 
teers in Black Hawk War, 1832, and as such, swore Abraham Lincoln and other 
Illinois volunteers in that Indian War into the service of the United States. 
General Anderson served with distinction in the war with Mexico, and on 
November 20, 1860, he was stationed at Fort Moultrie, S. C, but withdrew 
with his command to Fort Sumter, December 26, 1860, where he was soon 
surrounded by Confederate forces, and on April 13, 1861, he was obliged to 
evacuate the Fort. General Anderson died in Nice, France, October 27, 1871. 



